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They got bailed out,
we got sold out! 

With this newsletter we confront the continuing 
destruction of quality public education for the work-
ing class and people of color in Oakland and across the 
United States and thus the elimination of our children's 
right to learn and grow.  Our youth, full of creativity, 
passion, energy and wisdom, deserve better.  We do 
not fully understand the changes our communities are 
going through and this ignorance holds us back from 
transformative change, but it is crucial that we face our 
ignorance straight on.  The price of doing nothing is 
much greater.  We know that Oakland has a powerful 
history of struggle and resistance against oppression.  
Most importantly we are certain that Oakland has the 
power to demand what our communities deserve and 
need, a system that serves and is accountable to its com-
munity rather than profits from it.  This is our call to 
rise up!  This is our call to knowledge!  This is our call to 
you!  Together let's fight for what we know and fight to 
find out what we do not!  Read on with open minds. We 
promise you, this is only the beginning.

Table Of Contents

Why May 1st Matters for Schools .................................2
By N. Finch

School Closures: District Calls for a Time-Out
on Its 25-School Hit List................................................3
By Rob Rooke and Tim Terry

Closing Santa Fe Will Destroy a Community.............4
By Marcus Chatman

TSA: Tony Smith's New Attack on Education.............5
By Jack Gerson and Bob Mandel

Bay Youth Step Up Protests...........................................7
By Alé Greta

Berkeley High Students Walk Out for March 1st.......7
By Roxy Rozo-Marsh

Trayvon Martin: Student Protests Make 
Justice a Reality ..............................................................8
By Alé Greta and John Reimann



2

Do you know what the problem with just about 
every school reform proposal is?  They want to fix 
schools by fixing schools.  This might sound counter-
intuitive at first, but let’s be clear on one point.

We cannot have the quality public schools that 
we need and want until we have the quality commu-
nities that we need and want.  In low-income com-
munities, 60-80% of in-school performance is deter-

within schools is dead wrong.

This is not to say, “Stop trying to fix our schools!”  
No, much can and must be done to change condi-
tions within schools, particularly fighting for funding 
to provide small classes, adequate resources, libra-
ries and librarians in every school, and supporting 
teachers to end ridiculous rates of teacher turnover.  
These changes can help, but alone they will only 
result in limited gains, easily rolled back if we do not 
fight increasing social inequality.  To really provide 
education for our youth, we must change the system 
of capitalism that deepens racism and inequality in 
order to profit the 1%.

Why May 1st Matters For Schools

By N. Finch

mined by out-of-school factors.  
Moreover, most of the in-school 
factors (lack of supplies, for ins-
tance) are determined by out-of-
school factors, most particularly 
poverty.  This is common sense 
when we think about it.  Many 
Oakland students have lives 
filled with the stress of family 
unemployment, imprisonment, 
violence, lack of health care and 
secure housing, poverty, hun-
ger, and uncertain immigration 
status, just to name a few.  That 
students do not leave these 
stress-filled lives at the classroom 
door is a fact.  Thus, every school 
reformer that proposes to fix 
schools by only fixing the factors 

This leaves us with a simple—and not so sim-
ple—conclusion if we want our youth to succeed 
in life.  Teachers, school workers, parents, and 
youth: To have quality schools, we must overthrow 
the poverty and structural racism in our commu-
nities; we must all become organizers.

We say these things not to point out the diffi-
culty of the struggle ahead of us, but to clarify the 
struggle ahead of us.  To make these changes is 
hard, but it is many times harder when we don’t 
realize the scope of the battle.  For instance, over 
and over we are promised great schools if we just 
change teacher contracts, or win autonomy from 

the district, or become a charter school.  But all of 
these proposals mislead us because none address 
the real sources of school failure: the out-of-school 
factors of structural poverty and racism.  This 
is exactly why the corporations have supported 
these proposals nationally and internationally—to 
distract attention from how they, the 1%, have 
created poverty and racism in our communities.  
Thus, the only correct strategy to achieve sustai-
nable, quality public schools is the one that fights 
these out-of-school factors head on.  This means 
bringing the fight directly to the banks and corpo-
rations to take back the resources stolen from us.
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In recent public comment Tony Smith, Superin-
tendent of Oakland Unified School District (OUSD), 
announced a ceasefire on his bid to close nearly 25 
Oakland public schools due to a so-called newly 
“structurally balanced budget.” However, families 
and school workers at Lakeview, Maxwell Park, Mar-
shall, Lazear and Santa Fe have nothing to celebrate, 
as their elementary schools are still set to close come 

How to get involved on May 1st:

There will be many actions and activities to 
choose from on May 1st. Downtown, some 
organizers will be doing direct actions all day 
around banks and businesses. The largest action 
will likely be the March For Dignity & Resistan-
ce starting at Fruitvale Bart at 3PM and heading 
to San Antonio Park and then downtown. This 
will be a permitted march and organizers plan 
for it to be family-friendly. More actions will be 
announced closer to May 1st. Check our blog 
education4the99@wordpress.com for updates.

School Closures: District calls for a 
Time-Out on its 25-school Hit List

By Rob Rooke and Tim Terry

Which brings us to May 1st.  In 2006, May 1st 
was mostly a day for immigrant rights.  This year it 
is building on the militant struggle and visions of 
the immigrant rights movement to become a day 
when all Oakland comes together and demands that 
the banks and corporations bail out our schools and 
communities.  But to make this a reality, we cannot 
simply speak. We must act.  We must take our stru-
ggle into the streets and shutdown business as usual 
for the corporations.  We must walkout and strike!  
On May 1st, to save the Town, we must shutdown the 
Town!

N. Finch is an after-school teacher in East Oakland.

June 2012. Despite the hopeful dec-
laration of a halt to school closures, 
community members continue to see 
this round of school closures as an 
atrocity rupturing entire neighbor-
hoods and displacing nearly 1000 
children.

The school board expects a pat on 
the back for their “balanced budget” 
as if it is an achievement. This self-
congratulatory claim disregards the 
role that public pressure played in  
halting future closures through broad 
community outcry and protest, espe-
cially as elections season approaches 

and distrust of the board and its “strategic plan” 
grows. Closing five schools, gutting and cutting 
arts, recreation, music and adult education pro-
grams, closing school libraries, laying off therapists 
and other school workers and busting the teach-
ers' union is nothing to praise. Is this the price 
Oakland must pay for a “balanced budget”? The 
message is perfectly clear - when times are hard 
the black and brown working class are forced to 
pay the bill, without consideration for the adverse 
impacts on this community, they are simply told to 
pack up and get out.

While the board may have backed off somewhat 
on school closures, Smith has told CBS radio that 



4

some smaller campuses will be consolidated. School 
consolidation holds many of the same negative 
impacts on communities as school closures do, such 
as teacher and staff layoffs, student displacement 
and instability for youth who thrive on consistency. 
A closure is a closure, even if it’s called a merger-
consolidation. The district continues to bend to 
corporate influence that seeks to privatize education 
through measures such as replacing public schools 
with charters. So how can we trust Superintendent 
Smith’s announcement that he’s backing off on school 
closures after he just bulldozed these five schools? 
Who is to say that there will not be more school clo-
sures once the dust settles from this first round, like 
we saw with Randy Ward, the former state adminis-
trator for OUSD, who closed 13 Oakland schools in 
2004?

It is true that Oakland's budgetary issues are real 
and dire, but they are also a result of a legacy of 
corruption and mismanagement and should not be 
placed on the backs of Oakland's children and work-
ing class, Oakland's 99%. There are other ways to fix 
OUSD's economic situation, but it would mean that 
the school district adjusts its priorities away from 

The closing of Santa Fe Elementary School is 
a tragedy. The school has been there for over 40 
years. I, myself, attended Santa Fe. I am so sad 
that Santa Fe is being shut down. I grew up in the 
neighborhood and my mother used to walk me 
to school every morning and, because we lived 
so close, she was able to pick me up also. Many 
parents won’t be able to do that if the school 
closes. Santa Fe is the only public elementary 
school in the 94608 zip code. Families will spend 
over $1,000 dollars a year just traveling to get their 

Closing Santa Fe Elementary Will 
Destroy a Community

By Marcus Chatman

children to school. Closing the school will split 
up families, friends and children. For families 
that have a child or children with physical or 
mental disabilities, it's going to be hard to find a 
school that will fulfill their child's needs as well 
as Santa Fe has. Santa Fe is a part of our com-
munity and our lives. Shutting this school down 
is an abomination!
 

Marcus Chatman is a Berkeley High freshman 
and former Santa Fe student.

serving corporate interest and towards serving all 
the youth of Oakland. Instead of closing schools 
and cutting services and programs, OUSD should 
refuse to pay back its huge debt.  The state took 
over OUSD in 2003. During the state takeover, 
OUSD's debt increased by $70 million -- from $37 
million in 2003 to $107 million in 2009. OUSD 
should refuse to pay back that $70 million. How-
ever, this will not happen without intense pressure 
placed on the district by the wider community. 
Many people are waking up and making their 
voices heard in this war on public education, but 
it will take the masses to bring change. Therefore, 
even though Tony Smith has said he will suspend 
further school closures, the demolition of public 
education funded by the 1% is still long underway 
and we must continue to fight for an education 
system our children deserve.

Rob Rooke is a parent and the current PTA Presi-
dent at Maxwell Park Elementary. Tim Terry is a for-
mer student at Maxwell Park and Lakeview Elemen-
tary.
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TSA: Tony Smith’s New Attack on Public 
Education

By Jack Gerson and Bob Mandel

The Tony Smith Administration has launched its 
most serious union-busting attack on the Oakland 
teachers’ union (OEA).   The attack, seeking to com-
pletely reorganize three high schools by forcing all 
teachers to reapply for their jobs every year, will de-
stabilize schools serving Oakland’s black and brown 
communities by dramatically increasing already 
unacceptably high teacher turnover. The student 
dropout rate, already at 40%, will jump sharply. Long 
established public schools are one of the few remain-

are assigned.  Castlemont and Fremont are being 
reorganized, and the Smith Administration thinks 
it can get around the CBA by giving “classroom 
teacher” a different name.

•	 The	CBA	specifies	a	10-month	work	year	
for classroom teachers. “Acceleration TSAs” speci-
fies an 11-month work year. Again, changing the 
name to get around CBA.

 
The Smith Administration announced this 

unilaterally on February 23.  This is the second 
time Smith imposed terms that harm OEA and 
Oakland public education. Two years ago, rather 
than negotiating a decent teachers' contract, Smith 
imposed terms that increased class size in preK-
12 and facilitated complete elimination of Adult 

ing anchors of stability 
in the black and brown 
communities.  So, this 
attack on OEA is also 
an attack on public 
education in the black 
and brown communi-
ties.

The Smith Ad-
ministration plans to 
eliminate all classroom 
teaching positions 
at the Castlemont, 
Fremont, and McCly-
monds high school 
campuses and to 
replace them with “Acceleration Teachers on Special 
Assignment”  (“Acceleration TSAs”). This would 
force all teachers at these schools to reapply for their 
jobs every year.

But “Acceleration TSAs” will really be classroom 
teachers. This is a cynical maneuver to get around 
the rights and working conditions specified in the 
Collective Bargaining Agreement (CBA) between 
OEA and the school district.

•	 The	CBA	specifies	that	if	a	school	is	closed	
or reorganized, classroom teachers must be offered 
positions in the new school to which their students 

Education, which 
served 25,000 students 
– largely former high 
school dropouts and 
recent immigrants. 

To get an idea of 
what “Acceleration 
TSAs” will mean, let’s 
recall what happened 
when Castlemont, 
Fremont, and McCly-
monds were broken 
into small schools. That 
“reorganization” closed 
the library, eliminated 
French and other 

electives, and shut down the vocational programs 
(Construction Academy, Culinary Academy, 
Fashion Academy) that trained students for badly 
needed jobs.  A charter school opened on the cam-
pus; it was given one of the three classroom build-
ings.  Castlemont then had 1,750 students.  It has 
fewer than 700 now.

Similar downsizing occurred at Fremont and 
McClymonds.    Programs were eliminated when 
the comprehensive high schools were broken up. 
More will be eliminated when they’re put back 
together. The Bay Area Coalition of Equitable 
Schools (BAYCES) led the breakup, with funding 
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from Bill Gates’ $2 billion small schools initiative. 

When Gates abandoned his small schools project 
in 2006, the funding disappeared.  One of BAYCES 
leading advocates of small schools was…Tony Smith!  
Then, Smith touted the “small school miracle”.  Now, 
he’s shutting some small schools and putting oth-
ers that he previously helped break up back together 
again.  He made things worse then; he’s making them 
worse now.

If Smith’s “Acceleration TSA” plan goes into ef-
fect, the district will be able to get rid of teachers it 
doesn’t like – troublemakers who resist the bureau-
crats; union activists who fight for decent conditions; 
veteran teachers who are harder to push around than 
new recruits. Because teachers’ working conditions 
are students’ learning conditions, many of these 
veterans have long fought for what teachers and 
students alike really need – small class size; libraries 
and electives; adequate resources and supplies; clean 
and safe schools. (For example: OEA’s 1996 strike for 
smaller class size led to the state of California limit-
ing class size in kindergarten through 3rd grade. 
The state has retreated and is now allowing larger 
class size. OEA is again fighting for the smaller class 
size students need, while Tony Smith and the school 

board are imposing unacceptably large classes – 
like 30 kids in kindergarten classes – that hurt 
students and teachers.)

The Oakland community is pushing back. 
Smith still plans to shut down five elementary 
schools at the end of the school year, but under 
pressure from parents, teachers, students and the 
community he has temporarily pulled back his 
plans to close 25 more in the next two years (see 
“School Closures: District Calls for a Time-Out on 
its 25-school Hit List”). 

Fightback by the OEA and Occupy Oak-
land groupings forced Smith to retreat from his 
union-busting “Mutual Matching” scheme (see 
“Mutual Matching is Union-busting”, posted at 
education4the99.wordpress.com). But two days 
after retreating from “Mutual Matching”, Smith 
announced the “Accelerated TSAs” attack.  So we 
need to do more than push back: we need to push 
corporate reformer Smith and his entire destabi-
lizing regime out in the process of fighting union 
busting and fighting for quality public education.

 
Jack Gerson and Bob Mandel are retired Oakland 

teachers.
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Berkeley High Students Walk Out for 
March 1st

By Roxy Rozo-Marsh

In a moment where the attacks on education seem 
so devastating and constant, there is a deep need for 
intergenerational learning and action. Young people 
can look to an older generation for wisdom, strategy, 
experience, and history. Older generations must look 
to the youth to see the energy and vision that show 
us what is possible and necessary today. Students and 
young people have inspired and energized move-
ments throughout history and the present moment is 
no exception.

In just the last few months we have seen high 
school students in the Bay Area and beyond calling 
attention to and resisting the daily ways that public 
education fails them and continues to be attacked. In 
San Leandro three high school students held a hun-
ger strike for over a week in response to the school 
board's decision to cut $1.4 million from the school 
district budget. This cut would have eliminated over 
40 full-time staff positions, as well as music and art 
programs. The students were demanding that the San 
Leandro School District spend some of its reserves 
to cover the deficit. The hunger strike ended after 
school board members said they would use the re-
serves because the students were able to put pressure 
on the board. However, this is not the end of their 
struggle. "Just because I've started eating doesn't 
mean we're going to stop fighting", said hunger 
striker Anai Rosales.

This is one example of young people’s determina-
tion and powerful action in the face of increased 
attacks on education. In the past weeks we have also 
seen students take strong stands on issues beyond 
education, such as the Trayvon Martin walkouts in 

Florida. At Life Academy in Oakland, students 
initiated a “Season of Peace-Building” by fasting 
from Martin Luther King Day to Cesar Chavez 
Day and ended the fast with a march and cel-
ebration. This action made a statement against 
violence in Oakland by “taking a symbolic stand 
for real change in their community”. At Berkeley 
High School students rose up for the National 
Day in Defense of Public Education on March 
1st,  put together by a small group of high school 
students who made classroom presentations and 
held lunchtime meetings weeks before the action. 
Below is a student's first hand account of this day.

Alé Greta is an East Bay educator.

Bay Youth Step Up Protests

By Alé Greta

I’m sure you’ve heard of the Occupy move-
ment. Standing outside your local grocery, across 
the street from your house, at the park where your 
children play, it’s all pretty hard to miss. Maybe 
you even went to the general strike in Oakland, 
or chilled with some Occupy leaders on Shattuck 
Avenue. This year, people in many cities across 
the country tied together the issues brought up by 
the Occupy Movement with the education system 
in the U.S. through walkouts that took place on 
March 1st.

At 2:40 p.m. at Berkeley High, whether you 
were by the portables or in the G and H buildings, 
you could see swarms of students leaving their 
six period classes headed for a single destination: 
the senior steps. There, the rally took off as people 

YOUTH VOICES
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The murder of Trayvon Martin has been front 
and center in people's minds, in the streets and on 
the news. As officials allowed Trayvon’s killer to walk 
free, anger and energy manifested in walkouts at 34 
high schools in Florida where Martin lived and was 
killed. Students across the nation have created ban-
ners, held candle-light vigils, organized marches, and 
even used their bodies to spell his initials in football 
fields. Why has this particular incident moved mass-
es of students into action? One student explained 
his involvement in the actions by saying, "It shows 
that this could just be anyone, so we have to con-
tinue to fight and come together because this could 
be like our little brother." The now iconic image of 
a teenager in a hoodie, holding skittles and iced tea 
has resonated with so many because it reminds us 
of the innocent young people we know and love. In 
addition, Trayvon's death reminds us of the con-
stant racial profiling and violent attacks by police on 
communities of color every day. However, the major 
point of public outrage was over police inaction. It is 
not lost on people that police across the country are 

Trayvon Martin: Student Protests Make 
Justice a Reality

by Alé Greta and John Reimann

shooting down innocent black and Latino people, 
especially young men.

In Oakland we do not have to look any further 
than Oscar Grant (shot in the back while unarmed 
and lying face down on the ground by BART 
police), Gary King Jr. (shot in the back while 
unarmed and handcuffed by Oakland Police), 
Raheim Brown (shot five times while unarmed by 
Oakland School District Police outside of a school 
dance) and countless other murders to understand 
the consequences of criminalizing young men of 
color. Criminalization is the racist mentality put 
forward by the criminal “justice” system and the 
mass media that all youth of color are criminals. 
Forms of racist policing of youth exists daily in 
countless ways within and outside the school 
environment through discriminatory discipline 
policies, police in schools, gang injunctions, and 
prioritizing funding towards security rather than 
education. Yet even in the face of this oppression 
youth are standing up to make their voices heard 
through direct action like the massive walkouts for 
Trayvon Martin in Florida and across the country. 
Without these actions that put public pressure on 
authorities, George Zimmerman, Trayvon's killer, 
would still be walking free.

 
Alé Greta is an East Bay educator.  John Reimann 

is a long time Oakland resident.

walking with megaphones shouted chants and the 
rest followed excitedly towards the BUSD - Berkeley 
Unified School District - building. Pumped students 
shouted to those still in their classes, “Hey, hey, 
Berkeley High, come and join- occupy!” Speeches, 
poems, songs, all coming from fellow students, made 
the afternoon one of activism and fun. Whenever 
performances were lacking, you could be sure to see 
students showing off their moves during the many 
dance breaks, everyone enjoying the D.J. setting the 
mood for the grooves.

Hanging up were blank sheets of paper, blank 
no more, with writings and sketches, each student 
expressed their feelings about why they were walk-
ing out of school that day. “Banks got bailed out, we 
got sold out” was a big theme. Met by the teachers' 
union at around five, the afternoon was a success 

because it brought awareness to the things at stake 
with school budget cuts including teachers getting 
pink-slipped and losing funding for classroom 
supplies. All of these issues are relevant not only 
to the Berkeley High student body, but to schools 
everywhere.

Most students are unable to vote, and often 
their opinions are not taken seriously. Student 
walkouts are a way to put pressure on the gov-
ernment for the lack of funds for schools in this 
country. They allow student voices to be heard in 
a place where young people are the majority and 
can really take a stand. 

 
Roxy Rozo-Marsh  is a freshman at Berkley High 

School.


